
Orion Harriers Response to the City of London Car Parking Consultation 

Background 

Why is Epping Forest introducing car park charging – according to the City of London (CoL) 

 To generate enough income to offset the significant cost of continued car park provision so 

that the charity’s limited resources can be spent on protecting the Forest and improving the 

visitor experience. 

 To reduce the impact of non-Forest users on Forest car parks to free space for genuine 

Forest users. 

 To better protect the Forest’s ecologically sensitive areas by influencing where visitors visit. 

 To encourage more sustainable access to the Forest, for example travel by public transport 

or bicycle, to reduce the impact of harmful vehicle emissions 

Car Parking Consultation 

CoL are consulting on further options for car park charging until Monday 15 February. 

The questionnaire can be found here:  

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-spaces/epping-forest/whats-new-in-epping-

forest/car-park-

charging?fbclid=IwAR0l0ZWHp5_FLkHu0I9lnziEB2iUrjAeNECZd66um2oDdq7xYYMMssze284 

 

Overview of Club’s position 

 The Club acknowledges that car parking fees are coming.  The subject has been discussed 

on-and-off for a number of years and CoL have now made their decision.  We recognise that 

CoL needs to raise additional revenue and that the sometimes excessive number of cars 

visiting the Forest needs to be controlled, both from an environmental point of view and 

also to improve our enjoyment of the Forest.  Therefore, instead of trying to oppose a 

measure that is virtually certain to be introduced, our objective is to explain to CoL how 

some of the proposed measures would damage our club.  

 In particular, we want to minimise the impact on our volunteers. 

We would ask all members to please read the Club’s position as set out below.  If you agree with 

our answers, we would strongly encourage you to submit your own response in similar terms 

(the link is set out above).   

The Club’s position: 

Question 1 - After reading the reasons for Epping Forest Charity introducing car park charging, how 

far do you agree or disagree with charging? 

Answer:  Somewhat agree.  We acknowledge that parking has increased hugely recently, although it 

is likely to decrease significantly when the pandemic is over.  We also acknowledge the need for the 

Corporation to raise money to continue your careful and effective management of the Forest.  

Question 2 - Do you agree that an additional 'peak time tariff' be added to the standard charge with 

the aim of preventing overcrowding and irresponsible parking at the busiest times, like weekends and 

bank holidays? 

https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-spaces/epping-forest/whats-new-in-epping-forest/car-park-charging?fbclid=IwAR0l0ZWHp5_FLkHu0I9lnziEB2iUrjAeNECZd66um2oDdq7xYYMMssze284
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-spaces/epping-forest/whats-new-in-epping-forest/car-park-charging?fbclid=IwAR0l0ZWHp5_FLkHu0I9lnziEB2iUrjAeNECZd66um2oDdq7xYYMMssze284
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/green-spaces/epping-forest/whats-new-in-epping-forest/car-park-charging?fbclid=IwAR0l0ZWHp5_FLkHu0I9lnziEB2iUrjAeNECZd66um2oDdq7xYYMMssze284


Answer:  Disagree.  An additional “peak time tariff” would be very difficult for Orion.  Our races and 

most of our training take place at the weekend.  Levying a premium will discourage members from 

attending and have a particularly detrimental effect on our ability to encourage volunteers to help 

out at our events.  We also feel that it will push parking onto adjacent roads, where CPZs don't 

operate at weekends.   

Question 3 - Do you agree that an additional 'premium location tariff' be added at the most popular 

car parks in sensitive areas, to encourage use of peripheral car parks to reduce pollution levels and 

alternative access methods? 

Answer:  No strong opinion.   This depends on which car parks the “premium location tariff” applies 

to.  If it applies to the Bury Road car parks, there will be a similar adverse effect to the “peak time 

tariff” referred to above.  

Question 4 - How likely would you be to join a Forest supporter scheme, at an annual cost of £150, if 

it included an annual parking permit? 

Answer:   Very likely.   This would be an attractive option for many of our members, in particular 

those who use our club house the most.  We would be grateful if a discounted price of, say, £75 

could be offered to Orion members in view of our quasi-charitable status.  We organise regular clean 

ups (“plogging”) in the Forest, we play a significant (and ever increasing) role in encouraging 

members of the local community to become physically active, and we have a strong and vibrant 

junior section that promotes a healthy lifestyle for youngsters, often from a disadvantaged 

background. 

Question 5-  Do you have any further comments, concerns you feel we may have overlooked or 

alternative ideas to address the issues outlined in the consultation?  

Answer:   

(i) We are very concerned that we will no longer be able to put on races because our 

volunteers will be unwilling (or financially unable) to pay a parking charge.  Please would 

you consider offering us a limited number of free, single-use permits specifically for race 

events and our litter pick-ups.   

(ii) Our weekday training sessions take place in the evenings.  Please would you allow free 

parking after, say, 6.30pm until whatever time the car parks close.  This is an otherwise 

quiet time and it would greatly help parents who are bringing their children to our 

training sessions.  We also organise occasional events during the summer and free 

parking would greatly help us with these.   

(iii) In view of the very significant recent increase in those parking in the car park on Bury 

Road, please would you open the overflow area every weekend.  

(iv) Please provide cycle racks in the car parks.  This will encourage Forest users who live 

near the Forest to arrive by bicycle rather than by car.   

(v) We would like to discuss with you the possibility of allowing a limited number of cars to 

park in the yard at the front of our club house at weekends.   

(vi) We would respectfully suggest that those who buy annual permits be allowed to park for 

a maximum of six hours per day.  Otherwise, the scheme will be abused by commuters. 

  

 


