Fell Race : 21.06.03

Just thought I'd put my pennyworth
in on "How could it really happen that I
beat the favourite...”

Truth is, I'd swear Pete Tarrier war
coasting for most of the course, ever
time 1 edged up to him, he appeared to
throttle back, and invite me to take the
lead, no doubt wisely surmising that I'd
blow round the corner. 1 resisted the
temptation, knowing I'd be run out
horribly in a short time. Also, Quin had
tipped me that I might just get Andy.
"Don't be overawed”, he said, as Andy
was not at his best!! I would have been
happy with a second to Pete, and ahead
of Andy. Little did I know.

Andy did fade a bit in the last mile,
so I was left tracking Pete by 10 yards or
so0, with Pete looking supremely relaxed.
in his easy gait. And then it all change:

We got to the log at the top of the
golf course track, where we were
supposed to turn right into the woods
and where there was a knot of Orior
spectators... Marshall?? I'm not sure
Mick Wells? He wasn’t sure...

Anyway, nobody said anything a:
we ran confidently straight past. and
didn't take the right turn. 1. naturally,
thought Pete must know the course.
(How many times has he won it?). and
me a mere first-timer, 1 dutifully
followed Pete... into the long grass, as it
were.

Quin still seemed upset afterwards
because he'd taken me round the course.
and "How could I not have paid attention
to him??" In truth, I did get a bit of a
twinge, as I noticed the trail paper had
gone, then there seemed to be a bit of a
commotion behind me..

Aah... the wires connected, we'd
gone wrong. At this point I must tell
you that I did behave honourably. 1
definitely shouted... well, called, “Peter!
We've gone the wrong way...” OK, I
didn't yell again, I just turned round, and
ran back to the log...would others have
done more??

Lo and behold, there was Andy at
the log point, looking surprised at the
direction I was coming from. Andy was
the perfect gentleman, "Go on!" he said.
He said later, “How could I have pressed
my advantage, when Pete and you had
gone off course?” Well the truth is, I
don't think anyone would have blamed
him, if he'd chosen to go for it. Isn't it
called gamesmanship... the art of cross
country running...? I don't know, who
knows how, as runners, we'd react until
we're in the same situation? How much
does winning matter? What a great sport
to bring out these moments of truc self
awareness?

Fact is, at that point nothing
mattered to me more than staying in
front of Pete Tarrier. I gave it everything
I had in that last half mile to become the
oldest ever winner...at 447! Roddy will
confirm... (The Ed does confirm: David
looks 45 - at least!) ...so to have another
chance is frankly unlikely.

A high point for me in the time I've
been with the Club. What a classic
course! I take my hat off to the inventors
of the route, even if they disagreed a bit
as to where the actual start was...

The inventors did NOT disagree...

Now... not that your Ed is petty and
anal... OK, I may be those things...

Thus it was that I nagged and bitched
about the start to this Fell Race being in the
wrong place, when I saw the field lined up.
It was 20 yards ioo far up the street. I tried
to get them back to the right spot but was
put down, because “We didn’t start there
last year!”

I hadn’t been there last year, I was on
course, marshaling - so that’s why last vear
had been the wrong start too! So it was a
short course we ran and less climb than the
measured minimum 815 feet of ascent
intended

But they wouldn’t listen.

On the Sunday morning, by sheer
coincidence, of course, Paul was in my car
and we drove to the spot and I asked him to
say when we reached where he thought

we’d made the start line. He agreed with
me.

Anal? Petty? Moi? :-)
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